Sample Template for
Preparing Assessment Reports in the UWC

This template is based on one from Assessment Clear and Simple, A Practical Guide for Institutions, Departments and General Education by Barbara E. Walvoord, 2004, John Wiley and Sons, Inc.

Date of Report: 19 May 2015
Semesters or Academic Years the Assessment Report Covers: AY 2014-2015
Division: Social Science
Department: Political Science
Faculty: Eleanor Gubins, Adam Lusk, John Boland
Chair or Person Preparing the Report: Adam Lusk
Profile


Number of Majors: 11

Number of Faculty:  3; 2 FT, 1 PT

Courses Offered in the Assessment Period:



1. American Politics



2. Public Policy 



3. American Presidency


4. Elections



5. Elections- Service Learning



6. Introduction to International Relations



7. American Foreign Policy



8. Representations of International Relations: Media, Culture, and War



9. Senior Seminar



10. Constitutional Law


Departmental Factors that Affect Assessment:

Some factors that you may whish to consider here include but are not limited to whether or not the discipline is growing or shrinking, changes in the program because of accreditation demands or changes in employment requirements, changes are linked to new discoveries in the discipline, new hires or retirements.
As noted in the last major assessment report, we have shifted towards a more active and experiential approach to student learning. This shift has required changing some of the course as well as developing new courses. This matches the current literature on student learning, such as flipped classrooms, and the Rosemont College mission and its focus on experiential learning. However, these types of learning environments create various challenges for assessment. We have implemented longitudinal measures to address these challenges and will continue to develop other forms of assessment in the coming semesters. 
Learning Outcomes for Majors

In this section, please note how you make these available to students, .ie. on the web, on syllabi, etc.

Found on the web and in the course catalog. 

Assessment Goals and Objectives for Bachelor of Arts in Political Science

GOAL 1: Students will be civically engaged citizens and socially conscious agents of social change.

Objective 1.1: Students will be familiar with current political and social issues.

Objective 1.2: Students will be able to identify and capitalize on opportunities for leadership.

GOAL 2: Students will be able to analyze politics independently and be able to apply their analysis in the workplace.

Objective 2.1:  Students will be able to conduct political science analysis.  

Objective 2.2:  Students will be competent in basic research methods and reasoning.

GOAL 3: Students will have communication skills appropriate for entry into government and civically engaged careers.

Objective 3.1:  Students will be able to write professionally.  

Objective 3.2:  Students will be able to make professional oral presentations. 

Objective 3.3:  Students will be able to interpret foreign cultures and politics and communicate effectively with diverse populations.
Assessment of Majors

List the assessment measures you are using, which learning outcome(s) each of them applies to, and then discuss how you used this information.  (Was it reviewed by the discipline? Was it shared with faculty teaching a particular course? Other ways the information was used?)  You can do this in table form or more textually.
Political Science assesses student outcomes through the capstone seminar, PSC 400, across three areas: 1) Writing: Student who completes the Political Science Capstone will be able to write effectively (SLO 3.1, uses the Rosemont College Writing Assessment Rubric); 2) Oral Communication: Student who completes the Political Science Capstone will be able to communicate effectively through spoken word (SLO, 3.2; uses the Rosemont College Oral Assessment Rubric); 3) Political Science: Student who completes the Political Science Capstone will be able to analyze empirical cases using Political Science theories and concepts (SLO 2.1 and 2.2, see Appendix for rubric). In addition, faculty implemented an exit survey during the capstone seminar for student self-assessment across all of learning objectives. 

Final capstone project scores from the five graduating seniors: 

 Oral Presentation

	Student
	Organize
	Language
	Delivery
	Support
	Message
	Total

	1
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	15

	2
	4
	4
	3
	4
	3
	18

	3
	3
	3
	3
	4
	3
	16

	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	20

	5
	4
	3
	3
	3
	3
	16

	Average
	3.6
	3.4
	3.2
	3.6
	3.2
	17


Written Communication

	Student
	Purpose
	Content
	Convent
	Evidence
	Syntax
	Total

	1
	4
	3
	3
	3
	3
	16

	2
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	20

	3
	3
	2
	2
	2
	3
	12

	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	3
	19

	5
	4
	4
	3
	4
	3
	18

	Average
	3.8
	3.4
	3.2
	3.4
	3.2
	17


	Student
	LR
	RD
	Analysis
	Conclude
	Implication
	Total

	1
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	15

	2
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	20

	3
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	10

	4
	3
	4
	4
	4
	4
	19

	5
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	15

	Average
	3
	3.2
	3.2
	3.2
	3.2
	15.8


Student Self-Assessment on Learning Objectives (prompt in parentheses): 

SLO 1.1 (I am familiar with current political and social issues): 4.8/5

SLO 1.2 (I am able to identify and capitalize on opportunities for leadership): 4.8/5

SLO 2.1 (I am able to conduct political science analysis): 4.6/5

SLO 2.2 (I am competent in basic research methods and reasonsing): 4.8/5

SLO 3.1 (I am able to write professionally): 4.4/5

SLO 3.2 (I am able to make professional oral presentations): 4.6/5

SLO 3.3 (I am able to interpret foreign cultures and politics and communicate effectively with diverse populations): 4.8/5

In addition, the exit survey offered a section for students to evaluate any change in their abilities and types of knowledge since entering college, with 1=Weaker Now; 2= No Change; 3=Stronger Now; 4=Much Stronger Now. 

	
	Average

	Write effectively
	3.8

	Communicate well orally
	4

	Acquire new skills and knowledge on my own 
	3.6

	Think analytically 
	3.8

	Formulate/create original ideas and solutions
	3.6

	Evaluate and choose between alternative courses of action
	3.2

	Lead and supervise tasks and groups of people
	4

	Relate well to people of different races, nations, or religions
	4

	Function effectively as a member of a s, team
	3.6

	Use quantitative tools (e.g. statistics, graphs)
	3.2

	Place current problems in historical/culture perspective
	3.8


	Identify moral and ethical issues
	3.8

	Understand myself (abilities, interests, limits, personality)
	3.8

	Function independently, without supervision
	3.8

	Gain in-depth knowledge of political science
	3.8

	Plan and execute complex projects
	3.8

	Develop an awareness of social problems
	3.6


The self-assessment scores confirm the capstone project assessment scores as well as highlighting important areas of learning and teaching. For example, the students reported confidence and significant learning for making professional oral presentations, and their final capstone assessment scores on their oral presentations reflect this strength. 

These improvements in student learning are further confirmed when comparing the capstone assessment scores to scores from Introduction to Political Science (PSC101). While we did not assess on these three exact areas of students learning during PSC101, we did complete the Social Science assessment, which matches closely to the Political Science rubric. I averaged the scores of the four Political Science majors who completed PSC101.  

PSC 101 (Fall 2012): 

	Explanation of Issues
	Evidence
	Assumptions
	Thesis
	Conclusion

	1.75
	1.75
	0.5
	0.25
	1.25


Changes Based on Assessment
For example:  Offering new courses, changing material covered in a particular course, beefing up how a specific topic is covered (perhaps over several courses), putting a course on a more frequent rotation, cooperating with other departments to build needed skills in the major, etc.
1. Include literature review assignments in upper-level Political Science courses. One area for improvement highlighted by the Political Science rubric is the literature review section. Students should receive more training in this area. 
2. Continue the exit survey. This survey provided important and interesting qualitative and quantitative feedback about the department. For example, Goal #1 is Students will be civically engaged citizens and socially conscious agents of social change. Therefore the exit survey asked students if they were active in political when they entered the major, currently active, and if they intend to be active after graduation. Only two of the five were active when entering the major, while all five said they are currently active and plan to remain active in politics after graduation. This is confirmed through other questions measuring civic engagement in the survey compared to other students, such as how often they follow politics and read/watch the news, as well as all of the leadership positions listed by the students. 
3. Integrate the Political Science rubric in more of the courses in order to expose the students to the expectations of doing research and analysis in Political Science. Many of the course already address these learning outcomes, but exposing the students to the rubric will make the learning outcomes more explicit in the classroom. 

Recommendations for Improving the Assessment Process

For example: Can you collect data for the learning outcomes as they are written?  Are the comprehensive exams you use giving you the information you need?  If you are using surveys and alumnae or employer surveys do you need to adjust how often these are administered?
1. We would like to offer this exit survey (or a variation) to students 5 years post-graduation. 

2. We would like to develop more assessment measures for SLO 3.3. 

3. Provide an incoming assessment of political science majors through PSC101 that matches with the capstone assessment process. 

