Sample Template for
Preparing Assessment Reports in the UWC

This template is based on one from Assessment Clear and Simple, A Practical Guide for Institutions, Departments and General Education by Barbara E. Walvoord, 2004, John Wiley and Sons, Inc.

Date of Report – 7 May 2014
Semesters or Academic Years the Assessment Report Covers AY 2013-2014
Division – Social Science
Department – Environmental Studies
Faculty- None
Chair or Person Preparing the Report – Adam Lusk and Eleanor Gubins
Profile


Number of Majors – 1 

Number of Faculty: 0 (there are no faculty associated with the Environmental Studies program)

Courses Offered in the Assessment Period: 

1. Environmental Studies Integration Seminar 


Departmental Factors that Affect Assessment:

Some factors that you may whish to consider here include but are not limited to whether or not the discipline is growing or shrinking, changes in the program because of accreditation demands or changes in employment requirements, changes are linked to new discoveries in the discipline, new hires or retirements.
There is only one student who is an Environmental Studies major. There is no designated adviser or faculty member for Environmental Studies. Moreover, a number of the courses that are required for this major are not offered on a regular basis, and therefore the student needed to substitute a number of courses throughout his studies at Rosemont. Currently, there are no faculty members associated with the Environmental Studies program at Rosemont. The faculty members who designed the program left Rosemont over two years ago. As such, the one student has not had a consistent plan of study or advising. 
Learning Outcomes for Majors

In this section, please note how you make these available to students, .ie. on the web, on syllabi, etc.

Assessment Goals and Objectives for the Bachelor of Arts Program in Environmental

Studies

GOAL 1: Students will have the practical skills necessary to become leaders in

sustainability and environmental management.

OBJECTIVE 1.1: Students will be able to positively engage society on social issues and

community needs.

OBJECTIVE 1.2: Students will be able to analyze the social dynamics of sustainability.

OBJECTIVE 1.3: Students will be effective communicators.

GOAL 2: Students will be conversant in contemporary subject matters germane to

sustainability and environmental management.

OBJECTIVE 2.1: Students will maintain a basic literacy in scientific knowledge and

contemporary science issues.

OBJECTIVE 2.2: Students will maintain a basic literacy in policy issues relevant to the

environment and environmental management.
Assessment of Majors

List the assessment measures you are using, which learning outcome(s) each of them applies to, and then discuss how you used this information.  (Was it reviewed by the discipline? Was it shared with faculty teaching a particular course? Other ways the information was used?)  You can do this in table form or more textually.

For assessment purposes, I used the political science assessments measures in consultation with the student to assess his senior capstone project. 

For Oral Communication, the student earned the following scores: 

	Org
	Lang
	Del
	Supp
	Mess

	4
	3
	4
	4
	4


For Written Communication, the student earned the following scores: 

	Context
	Develop
	Convent
	Evidence
	Syntax

	3
	3
	3
	3
	3


For Political Science Assessment, the student earned the following scores: 

	Exist/LR
	Design/RD
	Analysis
	Conclusion
	Limits

	3
	2
	3
	3
	4


Changes Based on Assessment
For example:  Offering new courses, changing material covered in a particular course, beefing up how a specific topic is covered (perhaps over several courses), putting a course on a more frequent rotation, cooperating with other departments to build needed skills in the major, etc.
This major needs to be significantly revised. The student ended up taking a number of political science courses in order to fulfill their requirements, since some of the courses required by the program are not offered on a regular basis. Therefore, the student did perform well on the political science analysis objectives, but these objectives do not match up with the learning objectives of the Environmental Studies program. 
Recommendations for Improving the Assessment Process

For example: Can you collect data for the learning outcomes as they are written?  Are the comprehensive exams you use giving you the information you need?  If you are using surveys and alumnae or employer surveys do you need to adjust how often these are administered?
The assessment process is not connected to the learning outcomes in this major. When conducting an exit interview with the student, he was dissatisfied with the program and suggested either eliminating the program or completely “starting from scratch.”    
