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Profile


Number of Majors:      12

Number of Faculty:  Please specify full-time and part-time.   2 full time. 

Courses Offered in the Assessment Period:   


(Moravec)  HIS 200-201 HIS 0273 Ethnicity in America; HIS 0337 History of Childbirth in America; 


(Leiby)HIS 0110 Rise of Ancient Empires;  HIS 307 Nazi Germany; HIS 363 Europe Since 1945; 

Departmental Factors that Affect Assessment:

This year we graduated only one major, and there were extenuating circumstances in granting her the History major.  We are therefore unable to draw conclusions about the learning taking place in the major at this time.
.
Learning Outcomes for Majors

History learning outcomes are available on the iWay and also listed on course syllabi.  Seniors are made aware of capstone outcomes as they enter HIS 451.
Assessment of Majors

Quantified results:

Objective 3-1:  Results from written comprehensive examinations are as follows:


Section 1 
  
  Section 2    

Section 3
         (factual knowl.)     
 (info. Lit)               (document analysis)   

Student 1            90/79               
   80/77
         100
Analysis: 
 a)  This student’s scores average out to an 87but when combined with her grade on the senior paper and her ACAT score result (see below)  we assigned the grade of “B” to her overall cumulative experience.  
Objective 3-3 :    This outcome is based on the ACAT exam results, which are currently under review.
Outcome 1:  This student scored well under the departmental average
Outcome2:  17th percentile
In an attempt to break down the data to determine where students might need additional work, individual area scores are presented here:   

Score areas:       1
2
3
4
5
6  
overall   %ile
Student 1  
340
436
424
442
456
549       406          17th
Dept. Average
451
503
490
631
537
441
509
1=US 1820-1890 



4=European Early Modern

2=US Social and Intellectual


5=French Rev.  to Napoleon

3=US 1940 – present



6=European Modern to Present

Analysis:  Any conclusions based solely on this information are taken at extreme risk for the following reasons:

a.  We have noted that there is a disconnect between the scores a student achieves on the ACAT factual knowledge exam and the scores we assign to their essay questions on the cumulative exam.  This conclusion has been reached over 3  years of using that exam.
b. This leads us to question the validity of the results we get from ACAT.   

Changes Based on Assessment


It would be hazardous to draw any conclusions for change based on this one student.   
Recommendations for Improving the Assessment Process

We believe that we are not getting significantly useful information from the ACAT exam, and therefore we are considering devising a test ourselves that will serve as a new benchmark for future graduates.

Similarly, we plan to undertake a systematic review of our assessment goals and criteria in conjunction with the departmental/programmatic reviews slated to begin this Fall 2014.  
.   
