Sample Template for
Preparing Assessment Reports in the UWC

This template is based on one from Assessment Clear and Simple, A Practical Guide for Institutions, Departments and General Education by Barbara E. Walvoord, 2004, John Wiley and Sons, Inc.

Date of Report – 7 May 2014
Semesters or Academic Years the Assessment Report Covers – AY 2013-2014
Division – Social Science
Department – Political Science
Faculty- Eleanor Gubins, Adam Lusk
Chair or Person Preparing the Report – Eleanor Gubins and Adam Lusk 
Profile


Number of Majors: 14 

Number of Faculty:  2 Full Time Faculty

Courses Offered in the Assessment Period:



1. Introduction to Political Science



2. Civil Right and Civil Liberties



3. Women in Politics



4. Senior Seminar in Political Science



5. International Organizations



6. Experiential Learning in International Organizations



7. Politics in the City 



8. Introduction to Comparative Politics



9. Politics of Sustainability 



10. Politics of Sustainability, Honors



11. Model United Nations

Departmental Factors that Affect Assessment:


Using the model of the several successful long-standing courses, in particular Elections and Women in Politics, and responding the current literature about active and experiential learning, we are shifting towards a more active and experiential approach to student learning. This shift has required changing some of the courses as well as developing new courses in order to meet this new approach and improving student learning outcomes. This matches the current literature on student learning, such as flipped classrooms, and the Rosemont mission and focus on experiential learning. However, these types of learning environments create various challenges for assessment that will require further outside resources and research.   
Learning Outcomes for Majors

Found on the web and in the course catalog. 

Assessment Goals and Objectives for Bachelor of Arts in Political Science

GOAL 1: Students will be civically engaged citizens and socially conscious agents of social change.

Objective 1.1: Students will be familiar with current political and social issues.
Objective 1.2: Students will be able to identify and capitalize on opportunities for leadership.

GOAL 2: Students will be able to analyze politics independently and be able to apply their analysis in the workplace.

Objective 2.1:  Students will be able to conduct political science analysis.  

Objective 2.2:  Students will be competent in basic research methods and reasoning.

GOAL 3: Students will have communication skills appropriate for entry into government and civically engaged careers.

Objective 3.1:  Students will be able to write professionally.  

Objective 3.2:  Students will be able to make professional oral presentations. 

Objective 3.3:  Students will be able to interpret foreign cultures and politics and communicate effectively with diverse populations.

Assessment of Majors

List the assessment measures you are using, which learning outcome(s) each of them applies to, and then discuss how you used this information.  (Was it reviewed by the discipline? Was it shared with faculty teaching a particular course? Other ways the information was used?)  You can do this in table form or more textually.
Capstone Assessment occurs in three different areas: Written Communication, Oral Communication, and Political Science Analysis. Written Communication and Oral Communication applies to objective 3.1 and 3.2 respectively. Political science analysis applies to learning objective 2.1 and 2.2. Here are the final capstone scores from the three graduation seniors: 
Oral Communication: 

	Student
	Org
	Lang
	Del
	Supp
	Mess

	1
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3

	2
	4
	3
	4
	4
	4

	3
	4
	3
	4
	4
	4


Written Communication: 

	Student
	Context
	Develop
	Convent
	Evidence
	Syntax

	1
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3

	2
	3
	2
	2
	2
	3

	3
	4
	3
	4
	3
	3


Political Science Analysis: 

	Student
	Exist/LR
	Design/RD
	Analysis
	Conclusion
	Limits

	1
	2
	2
	2
	3
	2

	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2

	3
	4
	3
	3
	3
	4


For Learning Objective 3.3, we use the Global Cultures/Awareness rubric in a number of our courses, but it not applied as part of the capstone assessment.  

Changes Based on Assessment
For example:  Offering new courses, changing material covered in a particular course, beefing up how a specific topic is covered (perhaps over several courses), putting a course on a more frequent rotation, cooperating with other departments to build needed skills in the major, etc.
We have started and hope to fully implement an incoming assessment of political science majors through the PSC101 course, where students will be assessed on these skills and then compare to the capstone assessment. In addition, we will integrate use the Political Science Analysis rubric in more of the courses in order to expose the students to the expectations for doing research and analysis in political science. Many of the courses already address these learning outcomes, but exposing the students earlier to the rubric will make the learning outcomes more explicit in the classroom. 

We also plan to develop assessment measures that can hopefully begin to capture the experiential learning experiences of the political science majors. We have revised old courses and integrated new courses that build on the strong experiential tradition of active learning in political science. We feel that these changes will provide more robust and long-lasting learning outcomes well past graduation. 
Recommendations for Improving the Assessment Process

For example: Can you collect data for the learning outcomes as they are written?  Are the comprehensive exams you use giving you the information you need?  If you are using surveys and alumnae or employer surveys do you need to adjust how often these are administered?
We plan to develop assessment measures for Learning Outcome 1.1 and 1.2.

We would like to develop a survey instrument that could be used at the beginning and end of the student’s political science tenure at Rosemont, and then offer it 5 years post-graduation.   
