                                         Assessment Capstone Course in the Business Discipline

                                                      Senior Seminar in Business and Accounting 2015
Goal 1:  Student integration of knowledge in written and oral presentations based on their 3 and ½ years of study in business and accounting.

     Objective 1:  Students prepared two written analyses of business companies of their choice and gave two oral presentations of two different business problems.
                                     .
       Based on the social science rubrics used in the course outline as to the emphasis placed on their overall grade, the outcomes for the two assignments were as follows:
 Social Science Rubric: First three Criteria- Theoretical Understanding, and Breadth of knowledge. 

Rubric to assess Critical Thinking:  Criteria used: Explanations, Evidence used, Assumptions made, student’s position and Overall Conclusions

                    1st Written and Oral Assignment                   

Rubric score level    4      3     2    1                                      4        3         2    1
There were 12 students in the senior seminar.
# of students  and their scores on the two rubrics:
In the first paper only one student wrote a good essay and scored five 4s and one 3.

Seven students wrote good essays and scored a mixture of 3s and 2s on the seven criteria listed.  Four students scored poorly with ineffectual accounts of the company’s abilities and actions. 
2nd Written and Oral Assignment
Outcomes:  By the second assignment there was minimal improvement for students who came to see me to discuss how they could improve on their papers: 1 student who  was also the one who sought feedback from me on his first paper scored in the 4 level on the seven criteria listed. Three students scored in the 3 range and 6 students scored in the  adequate to ineffective range; and 2 students did not hand papers.

Goal 2:  Student demonstration of their key understanding of the concepts and practices of the business and accounting discipline was measured in the critical analysis scores of the rubric (the last four criteria mentioned). 

Students scoring 3 and above were able to use financial terminology in their correct context.   They discussed and analyzed the financial position of their chosen companies.

Suggestions for the future:

1.  Use the learning center to have students work on their papers in advance of the assigned due dates.
2. Assign smaller task assignments in the future.

3. Assign the second paper closer to the mid-term rather than near the end of the semester.
4. Much of the work in the semester was bringing together financial analytical skills which seemed to have paid off in the ETS exam as there were no students this year that scored in the 0 percentile.  The lowest score was in the 3rd percentile.  Similarly, the Rosemont College mean score was 143.58 which was the highest since the school’s participation in the ETS Business major filed test.

